PRISONS (SEPARATE CONFINEMENT). 



ABSTRACT 

OF 

RETURN to an Address of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 7 March 1856 ; — -foi', 



A “RETURN of the Prisons in England and Ireland; distinguishing those in which the System of 
Separate Confinement is Fully Carried Out ; those in which it has been only Partially Adopted, and 
the Classes of Prisoners subjected to it ; and those in which it has Not been Introduced.” 



ENGLAND. 



COUNTY and GAOL. 



Partially Adopted, and the Classes of Prisoners Not been introduced, 
subjected thereto. 



- All prisoners. 




SEPARATE CONFINEMENT 



Cambridge: 

County Gaol and House of 
Correction. 



Borough Gaol 



Isle of Ely House of Correction 
Wisbech Gaol 



Chester : 

Chester Castle Gaol 



Chester City Gaol 



Rnut9ford House of Correc- 
tion. 



163. 



- - Adopted in the cases of convicted and 
unconvicted prisoners, those persons only 
who are received from the county courts 
being allowed to associate. 



- - For one month at a time, 28 cells 
having been certified for that period. 

All classes of criminal prisoners subjected 
to it. 

- - Partially for all classes, but more 
particularly for prisoners before trial, 

1 juveniles, and prisoners in custody for 

the first time ; but owing to the cells not being of 
ouired size, they are certified but for a very limited period, 
and are thus only fitted for prisoners under short sentences ; 
viz., not exceeding one month'. 



Fully carried out. 
Fully carried out. 



- - All prisoners have separate sleeping 
cells, work separately, except when 
being taught a trade; have their meals 
separately, but exercise, go to school 
and chapel in classes. 

I - - Prisoners before trial associate toge- 
ther in yard in the daytime, and at night | 

1 PrisonsrJ'Mdalowi'oaoi. pick, oakum in separate cells, 



- - Male Prison All prisoners for trial 
and convicted felons are subjected to 
separate confinement Misdemeanants 
of both classes partially, when practi- 

Ca Female Prison : — Prisoners of all 
classes are subjected to separate confine- 
ment, except debtors. 



(continued) 
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abstract of returns relating to separate confinement 



SEPARATE CONFINEMENT 



COUNTY and GAOL. 



England — continued . 
Cornwall: 

Bodmin Gaol and House of 
Correction. 

Falmouth Borough Gaol 
Penzance Gaol - 
Saltash Borough Gaol - 

Cumberland : 

Carlisle County Gaol - 

Derby: 

County and Borough Gaol - 
Devon : 

County Prison - 
Exeter City Prison ' - 
Barnstaple Gaol - 
Plymouth Borough Gaol 
Tiverton Borough Gaol and 
House of Correction. 



Essex : 

County Gaol, Springfield 



Ilford House of Correction 



Gloucester: 
County Pris 



Fully carried out. 


Partially Adopted, and the Classes of Prisoners j, 

subjected thereto. 




N. 


No - - - 

No - 
Nil - 


None * 

No * 

Nil * 


No 


Partially adopted with all classes. 


.... 


- - Partially adopted as regards all 
classes of prisoners except debtors. 


Yes. 


. ~ - - - - b 


Nil - . - 

Fully carried out. 
Fully carried out - 


Nil - 1 

Carried out by all classes of prisoners - 3 


; - - Fully carried out 

with all prisoners 
at night in separate 
cells. 


- - By day, in the convicted prisoners’ 
wards, silence is rigidly enforced, and an 
officer is always present. The prisoners 
are placed in separate compartments, 
which effectually preclude any attempt 
at conversation. 

By day, the prisoners for trial are also 
placed in a ward with separate compart- 
ments, but of a different construction, 
and with the constant supervision of ah 
officer to check improper conversation. 


>f - 


-- 1 st. Such 'convicted prisoners as from 
the nature of their offence, and in the 
opinion of the governor and chaplain, 
may appear to exercise a bad influence 
over the prisoners.. 2d. All untried pri- 
soners. 3d. Prisoners in prison for the 
first time. 4th. All prisoners who ex- 
press a desire to be placed in separate 
confinement. 


- - - Fully carried 

out as to all con- 
victed prisoners. 


- - Partially adopted as to prisoners be- 
fore trial and prisoners excused by the 
surgeon on medical grounds, and boys. 


-Nil - 


Nil 



N ot been introduced. 



Been introduced. 



Nil. 

Not been introduced. 



prisoners summarily uuuvmuaj. auu nuu bbumsumu w 5 r;~ , fplonv 

sentence of transportion and penal servitude; and all prisoners convicteao j 
and misdemeanor sentenced to hard labour, but who may be relieved from t le 
. wheels by order of the visiting justices m«urgeon. _ _ Not beenintt od»i*i 

Northleach Gaol - . - - --Prisoners not sentenced to hard labour, 

and those sentenced to hard labour but 
certified by the medical officer as not 
being fit to undergo hard labour. 



Hants : 

Southampton Gaol and House 
of Correction. 



Portsmouth Borough Gaol - 
Winchester Gaol 



- - Fully carried 
out since the open- 
ing of the New 
Gaol on the 3d Oc- 
tober 1855, except 
at chapel. 



Juvenile offenders. All female prisoners 
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SEPARATE CONFINEMENT 



COUNTY and GAOL. 

England — continued. 
Hereford : 

County Gaol and House of 
Correction. 

Hereford City Gaol 

Hertford : 

County Gaol and House of 
Correction. 



St. Alban’s Prison 



Kent : 

Maidstone Gaol 



Deal Town Gaol - 
Dover Borough Gaol - 
Sandwich Gaol - 



Folly carried out. 


Partially Adopted, and the Classes of Prisoners 
subjected thereto. 


Yes: 




Fully carried out. 


- - 




- - Every prisoner has a cell to himself 
or herself alone, only seeing other pri- 
soners during exercise, and when passing 
to and from chapel. — All classes except 
debtors. 

* 


No ... 


- - Adopted with all classes of criminal 
prisoners, females excepted, who are con- 
fined in association, with a limited degree 
of supervision. 




- - A women’s prison on the system of 
separate confinement is in course of erec- 
tion, one wing of which, containing 68 
cells, has been completed, and is occu- 
pied by prisoners of various classes. 
When finished, it will be capable of 
containing 116 criminal prisoners, and 
will have accommodation for six debtors. 


No - 


- - Yes. All classes of prisoners except 
debtors and misdemeanants of the first 
division. 

::::::: :h 



Notbeen carried out. 



Lancaster : 

Lancaster Castle Gaol - 
Liverpool Borough Gaol 



Manchester City Gaol - 



Preston House of Correction 
and Gaol. 



Leicester : 

County Gaol - 

Borough Gaol and House of 
Correction. 

Lincoln : 

City Gaol - - - 

Lincoln Castle Gaol 



Fully carried out. | — 

- Fully carried out, with some modification, where certain pri- 
soners are permitted to work in association, most of whom have 
undergone some probationary term of separation. 

-■Asa general rule, - - When the number of prisoners exceeds 
it is. 435, those for non-payment of penalties 

and offences against the revenue laws are 
placed in association. 

Not We have 168 cells for the separate 

system, and carry out the silent system in 
work-rooms, under the strictest surveil- 
lance, and thereby prevent any possible 
contamination. All classes are subject to 
these systems. 

- - - ... Partially carried out for all classes, 

to the extent of half the male prisoners. 



Notbeen introdaced. 



City Gaol - Fully carried out. 

Lincoln Castle Gaol - - - - The separate -• Prisoners before trial are allowed .six 

system is fully car- hours per day in association, in numbers 
ried out with pri- varying from three to seven ; the remain- 
soners after trial. der of the time in separate confinement. 

Fulk'mgham House of Correc- - All classes of prisoners.— No debtors 

tion. are confined in this prison. 

Grantham Gaol Partially adopted in the case of re- 

fractory prisoners, and of felon prisoners 
when ordered by the court of quarter 



Falkmgliam House of Correc- 
tion. 
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ABSTRACT OF RETURNS RELATING TO SEPARATE CONFINEMENT 



SEPARATE CONFINEMENT 



COUNTY and GAOL. 



„ „ . , . Partially Adopted, and the Classes of Prisoners N . . » . , 

Fully earned out. J subjected thereto. Not been Introduced. 



England— cojitinuerf. 
Lincoln — continued . 

Kirton-in- Lindsey House of 
Correction. 

Louth Gaol - 
Spalding House of Correction 



Not been introduced. 
N ot been introduced. 



- - Separate system 
fully carried out 
with all classes of 



Spilsby Gaol - 
Stamford Borough Gaol 

Middlesex : 

County Gaol, Cold Bath 
Fields. 

Gaol of Newgate 

House of Correction for the 
City of London at Holloway. 
Debtors’ Prison, Whitecross- 
street. 

Millbank Prison - 



Not been introduced. 



- - Separate confinement has not been carried out in this — 

prison, up to the present time, with any class of prisoners. 

- Not been introduced, 

- - Not fully car- - - The male prisoners under examination - - Partially intro- 

ried out. are kept in separate confinement. duced, as mentioned 

in preceding column, 

Yes. — — 



- - All healthy con- - - Sickly, scrofulous, or convalescent 
victs undergo six prisoners in this establishment are placed 
months’ separate in a class that exercise and work in the 
confinement after garden in association by day. These 
reception, provided men are, however, in strict separation at 
that the periods night, 
passed in other gaols 

have not exceeded 

three months in separation since con- 
viction. The excess, if anv, above three 
months, is deducted from the six months, 
in order that no prisoner may suffer more 
than nine months’ separate confinement 
in the aggregate. | 



- - Invalid prisoners 
affected with epi- 
lepsy, weakness of 
mind, or severe bo- 
dily illness of any 
kind, are not sub- 
jected to separate 
confinement in this 
prison. The medical 
snperi ntendent, how- 
ever, has to certify 
such prisoners as un- 
fit to undergo that 
punishment. 



The class of prisoners subjected to the above discipline are under various sen- 
tences of transportation and penal servitude ; the maximum, life ; and the minimum, 
four years. 



Westminster House of Cor- This prison is conducted on the association principle, 
rection. 



Monmouth : 

County Gaol 
Usk Gaol - 



Norfolk : 

Norwich Castle Gaol 



Not been introduced. 



- Fully carried out. 



Norwich City Gaol and House 
of Correction. 

Great Yarmouth Gaol - 



- - Partially adopted. All prise 
except debtors are subjected to it. 



Not been introduced. 



King’s Lynn Borough Gaol - 



Swaffliam Prison 
Walsingham Prison 



- - Partially adopted ; the classes of pri- 
soners subjected to it are those summarily 
convicted for short periods. 

- - The only classification made is to 
separate the prisoners tried from those 
not tried. 

Partially adopted with all classes 

- - Partially adopted ; all the prisoners 
are kept in separate cells, but exercise 
together and work together in classes, 
under inspection, with the exception of 
county court debtors. 



Not been introduced. 



Wymondham House of Cor- 
rection. 



- - All the prisoners 
in this house of 
correction, whose 
health will allow it, 
are in separate con- 
finement. 
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OF PRISONERS 


IN EACH OF THE 


PRISONS IN ENGLAND AND IRELAND. 5 


COUNTY and GAOL. 


SEPARATE CONFINEMENT 


Fully carried out. 


Partially Adopted, and the Classes of Prisoners 
subjected thereto. 


Not been Introduced. 


E n gland — continued. 








Northampton : 








County Gaol - - - | 


Yes. 


- 


. - 


Borough Gaol and House of 


- - Fully carried out 






Correction. 


to all classes of pri- 








soners. 






Liberty Gaol 'and House of 


Fully carried out. 






Correction, Peterborough. 






Northumberland : 








Morpeth Gaol - 


--Yes; but at times 


- - We have accommodation on the sepa- 






men of weak intel- 


rate system for 107 ; when the inmates 






lect have associa- 


exceed that number a selection is made, 






tion. 


and three or four take their meals toge- 
ther and sleep in the same apartment. 




Newcastle-upon-Tyne Gaol 


- 


- - Separate confinement is partially 




and House of Correction. 




carried out, but is not confined to any 
class of prisoners. 




Berwick-upon-Tweed Gaol - 


- 


- - This prison is intended for the sepa- 








rate system, and no other, and separate 
confinement is fully carried out, except 
when the number of prisoners exceeds 
the number of cells. 




Nottingham : 








County Gaol 


No - 


- - Yes. The classes of prisoners sub- 


- - See preceding 






jected to separate confinement are con- 


answer. 






victed prisoners ; those remanded for 
sureties or desertion ; juveniles, and, 
where practicable or considered necessary 








for particular reasons, prisoners before 
trial. 




Town Gaol - 


- 




N ot been introduced. 


Southwell House of Correction 


- - - - 


- - Partially adopted ; prisoners for trial 
only subject to it. 


- 


Oxford : 








Oxford Castle County Prison 


Fully carried out. 


- 


- 


City Gaol - 


■ - - - 





Not been introduced. 


Rutland : 








Oakham Gaol and House of 


. 




Not been introduced. 


Correction. 






Salop : 








County Gaol, Shrewsbury - 


No - 


- - Partially, to the extent of 125 cells. 


- - Introduced in the 






All classes, as far as practicable. 


year 1848. 


Borough Gaol, Wenlock 


No - 


No 


No. 


Somerset : 








County Gaol, Taunton 


. 


- - Adopted in the portion of the gaol 









appropriated for female prisoners. — All 
classes except debtors subjected to it. 




City and Borough Prison, 


Fully carried out - 


- - All classes of prisoners are subjected 


— 






to it, with the exception of those com- 
mitted by judge of county court. 




Bristol Gaol ... 


- - Convicted and 


None. 






untried prisoners, 
including desert- 






Shepton Mallet House of Cor- 


ers, smugglers, and 
surety cases. 






No - 


- - All classes previous to trial and after 


- - Debtors from 


rection. 




conviction, and those summarily con- 
victed. 


county courts. 


> 63 . 




B 


(continued) 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



ABSTRACT OF RETURNS RELATING TO SEPARATE CONFINEMENT 



SEPARATE CONFINEMENT 



COUNTY and GAOL. 



Partially Adopted, and the Classes of Prisoners Not been Introduced. 
Fully carried out. subjected thereto. 



England— continued. 

Stafford : 

County Prison - 



Lichfield Gaol 

Suffolk : , _ . 

Bury St. Edmunds Gaol 



County Gaol, Ipswich - 
Borough Gaol, Ipswich 
Beccles House of Correction 



Fullv carried ■ - Partially adopted in Crescent Build- - - Not been 
* I ?T , p r i S on ing, in which prisoners summarily con- duced in si 



. . Fully carried - - Pamauy aaopeu m «« 

out in New Prison ing, in which prisoners summarily ( 
and House of Cor- victed are confined, &c. 
rection appropriated 
to convicted prison- 
ers and felons, Fe- 
males’ Prison, &c. I 



duced in sheriffs 
gaol, where prison- 
ers are confined for 
want of sureties, &c., 
debtors, &c., &c. ; 
aged and infirm 
prisoners, who are 
unfit for separate 
confinement. 

Not been introduced. 



- - Prisoners for trial, those ordered by 
assizes and sessions, and those for whom 
special discipline is required. 16 sepa- 
rate cells certified. 



Fully carried out. 



Surrey : 

Horsemonger-lane Gaol 
Queen’s Bench Gaol - 
Sussex : 

County Gaol and House of 



- - The separate sys- 
tem has not been in- 
troduced into this 
prison, but arrange- 
ments are now being 
made for carrying it 
into effect. 



Fully carried 



uouncy vjtaui anu jlauubo ''“V 

Correction (Eastern Divi- out at this prison, 
sion.) which is a new one 

adapted for the pur- 
pose. 

Hastings Borough Gaol Not been introduced. 

Petworth Gaol and House of Fully carried out. — 

Correction. 

Rye Borough Gaol - - - - - Not been introduced. 



Warwick : 

County Gaol 



House of Correction - - None 

Birmingham Borough Gaol - Yes. 
Coventry Gaol - - - 



Westmorland: 

Appleby Gaol - 

Kendal House of Correction 

Wilts : 

Salisbury Gaol - 

Worcester: 

County Gaol - 



- - Partially adopted, and the classes of 

E risoners subjected to it are those who 
ave been convicted at assizes and ses- 
sions, or before magistrates, and ordered 
to hard labour in this gaol. 

None ------- 



Not been introduced. 



tion made. 

- Not been introduced. 



Fully carried out. 



City Gaol and House of Cor- No 
rection. 



- - Partially adopted for all classes of 
female prisoners. 

- - Children are kept separate, and some- - - Only in few 111 
times disorderly paupers from the work-, -stances. 

house, and disorderly prostitutes. 
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SEPARATE CONFINEMENT 



COUNTY and GAOL. 



England — continued . 



City Gaol and House of Cor- 
rection. 

Beverley House of Correction 



Kingston-upon-Hull Gaol 

Leeds Borough Gaol - 
Northallerton House of Cor- 
rection. 

Scarborough Borough Gaol - 



Wakefield House ofCorection 



Government Convict Prisons: 
Millbank - 

Pentonville - 
Brixton - 
Portland - 
Portsmouth 
Parkhurst - 

Dartmoor - 
“ Stirling Castle ” 
“Warrior” 

“ Defence ” 



- - All the female prisoners are subjected 
to the system of separate confinement ; 
1 7 out of 104 cells are certified, and used 
for the separate confinement of male pri- 
soners ; convicted prisoners for long pe- 
riods of imprisonment are usually placed 

I in them. 

- - Male prisoners committed for long 
periods, after a course of strict discipline 
and bard labour on the treadwheel. 



Not been Introduced. 



Not been introduced. 
Not been introduced. 



| Fully carried out. 
Fully carried out. 

- - All prisoners 
convicted of felony, 
vagrancy, and mis- 
demeanors to their 
employers. 



- - Prisoners for examination, trial, and 
misdemeanants of the first division, and 
deserters from Her Majesty’s service. 



- - Partially adopted. No particular 
class of prisoners subjected to separate 
confinement. 



- - Every male prisoner is in separate confinement for six months, and every female 

prisoner for four months ; and afterwards in association. I 

Separate confinement is fully carried out. 

[■System of separate confinement not introduced. 

- - Every prisoner in separate confinement, except at school, for four months, and 
afterwards in association. 

| System of separate confinement not introduced. 



Anglesea : 

Beaumaris Gaol - 


Not done 


Brecon : 

County Gaol - 


- - 


Cardigan : 

County Gaol - 

Aberystwith Gaol 


No - 


Carmarthen : 

Gaol and House of Correction 


No - 


Carnarvon : 

County Gaol and House of 
Correction. 


No 


Denbigh : 

Ruthin Gaol - 


- 


Flint : 

Gaol 


• • 



163. 



WALES. 



- Not done 



- Not been introduced. 

- Not been introduced. 



-No 

- - - Partially adopted ; prisoners before 

examination and before trial. 

-No 



No. 

Not been introduced. 



- No 



- Not been introduced. 



- Not been introduced. 



- - For convicted felons, convicted mis- 
demeanants, and untried prisoners. 



( 1 continued) 



c 
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SEPARATE CONFINEMENT 


COUNTY and GAOL. 


r 

Fully carried out. 


Partially Adopted, and the Classes of Prisoners 
subjected thereto. 


Not been Introduced. 


Wales — continued. 
Glamorgan : 

County Gaol and House of 
Correction, Cardiff. 

Swansea Gaol - 


None - 
It is not 


None ------- 

- - For male felons, assaults on females, 
and other aggravated offences. 


- - Not been intro- 
duced, owing to the 
want of accommo- 
dation. 


Merioneth : 

County Gaol, Dolgelly - | 


No - 


- - Partially adopted for those prisoners 
imprisoned for short periods. 


- 


Montgomery : 

Gaol and House of Correc- ' 
tion. 


.... 




Not been introduced. 


Pembroke: 

Gaol and House of Correc- 
tion, Haverfordwest Castle. 







Not been introduced. 


Radnor : 

Presteign Gaol - 


.... 


Not adopted ----- 


Not adopted. 



IRELAND. 



RETURN of the Convict Prisons in Ireland in -which the System of Separate Confinement is Fully Carried Out, those 
in which it has been only Partially Adopted, those in which it has Not been Introduced, and the Class of Prisoners 
subjected to Separate Confinement 



Prison in which the separate sysO 
tern is fully carried out - -/ 


Mountjoy Prison, for male 
convicts - 


(■ The class of convicts confined in this prison are 
1 those who, on removal direct from the county or 
) city gaols, have been certified by the medical officer 
las fit to undergo the separate system. 


Prisons in which the separate sys-”l 
tern has been partially adopted / 


Cork Female Convict Depot 


' The prisoners who undergo separate confinement 
in this prison are those who have been removed 
direct from a county or city gaol, and are certified 
.as physically fit by the medical officer. 


Prisons in which the separate sys- 1 
tern has not been introduced - 1 


Smithfield Prison - male. 

Newgate ,, - ,, 

Philipstown „ - „ 

Spike Island and Forts „ 
Grangegorman - female. 





I. PRISONS in which the System of Separate Confinement is Fully Carried Out with all the Criminal Classes of 

Prisoners of both Sexes, under 3 & 4 Viet. c. 44. 



Number. 


COUNTY OR TOWN GAOL. 


REMARKS. 


1 


Antrim. 




2 


Armagh. 




3 


Kilkenny County. 




4 


Louth. 
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II.— PRISONS in which the System of Separate Confinement has been only Partially Adopted, and the Classes of 
Prisoners subjected to it, under 3 & 4 Viet. c. 44. 



1 


County or Town 
Gaol. 


Portion of Prison 
adapted to Separation. 


Classes of Prisoners subjected to Separate Confinement. 


REMARKS. 






r 


1- All prisoners who have been recom- 
mitted. 




1 


Carlow 


16 cells for females -( 


2. All tried prisoners. 

3. Prisoners committed for larceny and 
other offences, so far as the present accom- 
modation will permit of. 




3 


Down 


- - 5 cells for male ju- 
veniles. 





- - 48 cells for females 
are also being adapted. 


3 


King’s County - 


8 cells for females 


1. Recommitted prisoners. 

2. Prostitutes. 




4 


Queen’s County 


30 cells for females - 


Same classes as Carlow. 




5 


Westmeath 


1 1 cells for females - 


- - - ditto. 




C 


Wicklow - 






- - The entire male pri- 
son is fitted for separa- 
tion, but the separate 
system is not carried 
out 



III.— PRISONS in which the System of Separate Confinement has Not been Introduced. 



County or Town Gaol. 



Cavan. 

Clare. 

Cork : — County - 
n City 
Donegal. 

Dublin County. 

Dublin City : 
Grangegorman Peni- 
tentiary 

Richmond Bridewell 
Fermanagh. 

Galway : — County. 

» Town. 

Kerry. 

Kildare:— Naas. 

j> Athy. 
Kilkenny City. 

Leitrim. 

Limerick : — County. 

» City. 



REMARKS. 



' Some female cells have 
been fitted for separation, 
but have not been certified 
according to s. 4 of 3 & 4 
l Viet. c. 44. 



[Same as Cork County 
f and City. 



County or Town Gaol. 



Londonderry 

Longford. 

Drogheda. 

Mayo. 

Meath. 

Monaghan. 
Roscommon 
Sligo - 

Tipperary : — Nenagh. 
„ Clonmel. 

Tyrone 

Waterford County. 

„ City. 

Wexford. 



REMARKS. 



' Presentment has been 
made for adapting the 
female prison to separa- 
.tion. 



Same as Cork County and 
City. 



[ The female prison is 
undergoing alteration and 
J extension, with a view to 
j the establishment of the 
[separate system. 
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ABSTRACT 




IKS in England and Ireland. 
in which the System of 
SENT is Fully Carried Out; 
>een only Partially Adopted, 
isonen subjected to it; and 
Not been Introduced. 



I Lord Robert Cecil.) 
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